Please join Veterans'kor,Peace & walk in the

STEPATRICK'S PEACEPARAD

The Welcommy and ’IIGIIISIIIG ternative Peoples Parade for Peace,
Equality, lahs\Enwrnnmemal Sl arllshm, syclal aml Ecnnnmn: lllSllb‘B

. “CALL FOR HELP”

Greater Boston LGBT Community

This year marks the 20th Anniversary of the start of the infamous “Hurley Decision”.
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“Veterans For Peace” is out front fighting to make Saint Patrick’s Day in South Bos-
ton, inclusive and welcoming for all. The LGBT Community has been excluded from
this parade for 20 years. Veterans For Peace was denied to walk in that parade in 2011,
because they had the word “peace” in their name. They decided, “The time has come
- for change”.

:.\- Veterans For Peace decided to fight this discriminatory denial and started their own pa-
2 rade. They reached out to the LGBT community stating: “You were not allowed to walk
. intheir parade eighteen years ago, how would you like to walk in our parade?” The re-
" ception we have received the past two years in South Boston has been overwhelmingly
* positive. In 2011 there were 500, in 2012 there were 2,000 with bands, a Duck Boat,
. trollies and seven divisions, in 2013 — it is up to you!

S If we want to stop this last vestige of institutionalized bigotry and exclusion on the
. streets of South Boston we have to join with our brothers and sisters of Veterans For
 Peace. They are standing for us, we have to have their backs. Please join the LGBT Divi-
¢ sion in this wonderful, welcoming, inclusive and fun parade on Saint Patrick’s Day. We
proudly walk one mile behind the 1st parade.

Two Things You Gan Do:
1. There is a religious division in Saint Pat’s Peace Parade. If you are a member of a
religious community, church, synagogue or temple please ask them to join in support
of you and the LGBT community by participating and walking in this welcoming and

- inclusive parade.

2. Please consider a donation to help with parade expenses. Make a secured online do-
. nation at http://bit.ly/YWqlIWz or mail your check to: Veterans For Peace, P.O. Box 1604,
_ Andover, MA 01810.

¢ On Saint Patrick’s Day, March 17th, we will assemble at:
2:00 pm, D Street, off of West Broadway, South Boston
- The Saint Patrick’s Peace Parade is scheduled to begin at 3:00 pm.

Please come and be part of history. p Ns Fo

~ Thank you,
- Boston Pride, GLAD, MassEquality, GetEQUAL, %
.. Dignity Boston, The Rainbow Times, MPTC, BAGLY A «
- New England GLBT Veterans n
m

j_f. Web: smedleyvfp.org
g: Twitter: @SmedleyVFP
Facebook: facebook.com/smedleyvfp
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